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Handout of Sample Pitches
The elements of a pitch checklist:

1. Genre/sub-genre  and, if appropriate, targeted line

2. Approximate word count and whether or not the work is complete

3. Setting

4. High concept

5. Heroine: who she is, what she wants, what stands in her way

6. Hero: who he is, what he wants, what stands in his way

7. Romantic conflict: what attracts them to each other/keeps them physically together, what keeps them from committing/holds them emotionally apart.

LADY’S CHOICE is a 95,000 word historical romance set during 1890 in a fictional NE Texas town and targeted to Dorchester’s Leisure Books line.

In this Marriage  of  Inconvenience story, Regina Nash is a spinster-by-choice and photographer-by-trade small town girl who is raising the orphaned son of her step-sister.  When she is suddenly faced with the ultimatum of either marry one of three hand-picked suitors sent by her grandfather or lose custody of her nephew she is fit to be tied.  Discovering that each of the greenhorn suitors has something to gain monetarily from this sham courtship only raises her ire.

Adam Barr, recently released after serving six years in prison for a crime he didn’t commit, is chomping at the bit to find out who framed him and clear his name.  But first he has to repay an old debt by escorting the three potential grooms to Texas and refereeing the situation during the two weeks that Reggie has to makes her choice. 

Reggie has little use for the three gold digging suitors and proceeds to make their lives as miserable as possible - from asking one of them to help her pose a rambunctious prize pig for a picture to appointing another to help with children’s activities at the town fair.  However, the irritatingly self-assured, inflexibly by-the-book, altogether intriguing Adam Barr is another story - too bad he’s not in the running for her hand.  

But when Reggie hatches a daring plan to get out of her marry-or-else predicament, it’s Adam who is forced to pay the consequences.

Example provided by Winnie Griggs, award winning author of historical romances.  Lady’s Choice was an April 2005 Leisure Books release.

* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~
Set in the fictional town of Lagniappe, Louisiana, DANGER AT HER DOOR is a completed contemporary romantic suspense of approximately 62,000 words targeted to the Silhouette Romantic Suspense line.

 

In this Woman in Jeopardy story, elementary school teacher Megan Hoffman is rebuilding her life after being raped in her home five years earlier. Megan wants to feel safe and find the inner peace that will allow her to have the husband and family she longs for. But her rapist has never been caught, and new developments in the case put Megan’s life at risk.
 
Jack Calhoun, Megan’s new neighbor, is a newspaper reporter trying to advance his career while juggling the responsibilities of being a single father. His investigation into the unsolved rape case may boost his career, but it also threatens to shatter the delicate balance of Megan’s life if he uncovers the truth about her rape.

 

Though Jack is attracted to Megan, the mixed signals he gets from her make it clear she’s not ready for a committed relationship. After his divorce from another woman who didn’t know what she wanted and couldn’t commit, Jack fears he and his daughter will grow attached to Megan only to be hurt again.  

As danger closes in, Jack and Megan must learn to trust each other and find the healing power of love.  
Example provided by Beth Cornelison, award winning author of romantic suspense. Danger At Her Door, which was awarded 4-1/2 stars by RT Book Club, is an August 2007 release and will hit the shelves in late July.
THREE BOYS AND A BABY is a proposal for a 60,000 word book set in a small Kansas town and targeted to the Harlequin American line.

In this Divorce, American Style meets Yours, Mine and Ours story, Jackson Tate is both a fireman and a single parent who, after 2 years, is still brooding over his ex-wife’s choice to abandon him and their son in favor of pursuing big city career advancement.

Ella Garvey, a tender-hearted pediatrician is also trying to juggle a career she loves with the demands of being a single parent.  Her ex-husband left her and their twin boys, not to chase his career but rather another woman.

Jackson and Ella are nodding acquaintances who know each other only through the strong friendship bond their sons share.  But when the three boys find an abandoned infant they want to adopt as their own - to the point that they actually run away rather than give her up - the two adults quickly pull together to deal with the situation.

Once the children are found and safely returned home, Ella agrees to serve as temporary foster parent to the infant, providing an excuse for Jackson and his son to spend time in the Garvey household.  Before long an easy friendship develops between the adults, one that slowly blossoms into attraction and the potential for something deeper.

But when Jackson’s ex-wife expresses a desire to reclaim her family, both Jackson and Ella come up against some difficult choices and feel their fragile gasp on their “happily ever after” begin to slip away.

Example provided by Laura Marie Altom, best selling and award winning author of twenty-four books and counting.  Three Boys And A Baby is tentatively scheduled for a Summer 2008 release.

* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~
TAKING FLIGHT is a completed 60, 000 word modern-day sweet romance set in the small Southern town of West Monroe, Louisiana and is targeted to Avalon Books.  

In this Girl Next Door/Reunion story, Hank is a bad boy-turned respectable citizen.  He is raising his son alone and making a living from crop-dusting which turns his passion for flying into a nice living for his little family of two.  

Then Lacey Sievers comes home from Chicago for their high school reunion.  Lacey is not the geeky childhood friend he remembers.  Instead, she is a successful lawyer on the brink of partnership and she wants to negotiate a friendship like the one they used to have.  
However, boys and girls grow up to be men and women, and childhood friendship matures into something much more intense than sharing an ice cream cone after the big game.   
But there’s not a lot of need for corporate lawyers in little West Monroe, Louisiana or for crop dusters in Chicago, Illinois.  When the mother of Hank’s child returns to town seeking custody of the son that she abandoned all those years ago, they all must come to terms with their pasts to save their futures.     

 Example provided by Connie Cox, a 2007 Golden Heart finalist.  Taking Flight (originally titled Best Buddies) has since been purchased by Avalon Books and is scheduled for release in February 2008.
DON'T LOOK BACK is a 70,000 word work targeted to Harlequin Blaze.  It’s The Big Easy meets N.Y.P.D. Blue set in New York.
Donata Casale might not be the most welcome detective at the NYPD after her bouts with the law, but her past is the result of bad taste in men, something she no longer trusts.  So when an enemy from the old days resurfaces on a quest for revenge, the last person she’ll rely on is ex-cop Sean Beringer, who reminds her too much of her rule-bending former boyfriend.

Sean’s stint as a P.I. taught him some criminals are best caught by unconventional means.  And Donata possesses all the attributes to nab a persistent “reality” adult filmmaker whose operation invades people’s privacy to obtain scintillating footage.  But Donata refuses to act as bait until she discovers an archenemy is not only financing the films, he’s also gunning for her job, her credibility and her life.  

With Donata on his side, Sean can nab the criminal ring that took illicit footage of his sister in an incident that made him leave the force to pursue justice.  

But Donata’s cooperation isn’t all he wants.  When tense days of undercover work lead to nights of passion, Sean won’t settle for anything less than her heart.

Example provided by Joanne Rock, 2007 RITA nominee.  Don’t Look Back was a Feb 2007 HQ Blaze release,  Her latest release, Scent Of A Woman is due on the shelves this month.
* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~
SO DARK THE NIGHT is a completed 60,000 word Romantic Suspense targeted to the Love Inspired Supsense line.

In this Woman In Jeopardy story, death has come to the innocent town of Crystal Springs.  Death of a body.  Death of relationships.  Death of souls. 

Former Special Forces lieutenant, Reverend Colin Fitzpatrick, has seen death before, and he’s terrified of seeing it again in the haunting vacancy of Emma St. James’ eyes.  Is he strong enough to see her through the crisis of not just faith, but of fighting for her very life?  

And if he is, will she ever forgive him for being the one who blinded her, and in doing so allow herself to seek the shelter and love only to be found in his arms?
Example provided by Margaret Daley, award winning author of Love Inspired and Love Inspired Suspense novels.  So Dark The Night is a March 2007 release..
